
The cold, rough, hand-
made bricks, earth-
tones and scenic
Crittenden County pho-

tographs, the smell of floor lac-
quer and the buzzing generator
checking itself in the afternoon
pleasantly overwhelm the
senses of all who enter Ron
and Kay Stubblefield’s home on
the corner of College and Elm
streets.

Ron gives the best home tour any-
one could imagine.

“You can tell we’re pretty proud of
our home,” Ron says, smiling.

The two-bedroom, soon-to-be two-
bath home was built in 1941 by Lyle
Winn. Winn built quite a few homes in
Marion, but according to Ron, this

was his favorite because it
was the easiest to take

care of due to its
modest size.

The gen-
eral struc-

ture of
the

house might look familiar, but the in-
side of the home has experienced a
major overhaul. Everything but the
floors have been redone, and they’re
even getting a face lift. Within two
weeks, they will receive a buff and
new coat of lacquer, making the move-
in scheduled for mid-October.

The Stubblefields currently reside
on College Street less than a block
away from their new place.

They’re downsizing in

possessions and space due to Ron’s
deteriorating health. At 40 percent
lung capacity, the large space was too
much for Ron to maneuver through-
out. Also, the smaller space will be
easier for Kay to juggle caring for Ron
and the home.

“She has to take good care of me

One couple
embraces
trimming
possesions
and house size

Huge spaces aren’t necessary to live a good life. I
love my wife, I really like this house. As you get older,
you realize what’s important in life.

– Ron Stubblefield
on his possesions

“
Kenny Locke, the contractor, tightens the door handle lead-
ing into the Stubblefieldʼs basement.

The Stubblefields remodeled the entire house, including a
major overhaul of the kitchen.

Donald Winders applies varnish to the floor of one of the
homeʼs two bedrooms.

Ron and Kay Stubblefield sit at their Amish-made dining table in their newly re-
modeled home on the corner of College and Elm streets. Below they stand in the
archway of the entrance.

See HOUSE/Page 5

Story and photos by Pamela Stringer

Stubblefields cut back, relocate in the hometown they love
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Marion True Value
Your One Stop Home Improvement Center

Build With The Best
Lumber, Building Materials

and Tools

In Our Lumber Yard!

223 Sturgis Rd., Marion, KY 42064
270-965-5425

All The Colors
of Fall Are Here!
(Expert Advisors on Staff)

CP

Authorized Dealership For

Chain Saws,
Leaf Blowers,
Trimmers,
Brush Cutters,
Sprayers,
Yard Boss® Tillers,
Oils, Lubricants
& Lots More!

Items For
Fall Fix-Up
& Clean-Up!

Fabrics &
Sewing Center

–––––––
Bridal Gifts &
Housewares

®

TommyWright, Owner

Phone (270) 965-2605
Cell (270) 704-0576

Experienced & Insured

New & Existing Homes
Fiberglass
Cellulose
Wet Spray

Insulation
Wright’s

TERRY L. FORD
INSURANCE AGENCY

270-965-2239
221 East Bellville Street
Marion, Kentucky 42064
www.terrylford.com

Proud Member of
Three Rivers Home Builders Association #1850

Painting tips helpful for first-time home buyers
(HIT) - Prior experience is

essential when tackling
many home improvement
projects. But not so with in-
terior painting. Even first-
time painters can get super
results when painting their
newly purchased house,
condo or apartment…and
have a lot of fun in the
process. Whether personal-
izing an entire new living
space or updating one room
at a time, paint is the do-it-
yourselfers best decorating
tool.

“Like building a wardrobe,
selecting a paint palette for
your living space is a great
form of personal expression.
But be aware that the shade
of paint you see on a color
card — or even in the paint
can —may look a lot differ-
ent when applied to an en-
tire room”, shares Debbie
Zimmer, PQI’s color and
paint expert. To avoid sur-
prises, follow these handy
tips:

Don’t make your final
color selection in the store;
instead, take color cards
home so you can see them
right in the space that will be
painted.

Evaluate the paint colors
in daylight and under artifi-
cial light at night. Colors can
change quite dramatically in
different lighting conditions.

Remember that colors
tend to intensify when ap-
plied to a large area. To com-
pensate, it is often wise to
choose a lighter value of a
color, rather than a darker
one.

When you go to purchase
your paint, the counterper-
son will likely ask which
“gloss level” you’d prefer.
Paints come in a variety of
sheen or gloss levels ranging
from “high gloss” (the shini-
est) to “flat” (virtually no
shine). Those with higher
gloss reflect more light, so
they can make a room look
brighter. On the other hand,
higher gloss paints also tend
to highlight surface imper-
fections, so if your walls and
other surfaces are not in the
best of shape, a flat paint
might be the better option.

According to Zimmer, top
quality paints provide supe-

rior adhesion, offer better
stain resistance, and resist
yellowing. They also are
tougher and more durable
than ordinary paints, so
they’ll keep a paint job look-
ing great for a longer period
of time. Bottom line: Don’t
skimp on quality.

Before you leave the paint
store, make sure that you
have the right tools and
brushes to do the job. Here
again, quality counts — high
quality brushes and rollers
apply the paint more
smoothly and evenly than
economy-grade equipment.
In addition, quality tools
apply a heavier coat of paint
that will help hide the color
below, be more durable, and
stand up better to cleaning
and scrubbing.

Once you bring your pur-
chases home, you’ll be
tempted to start painting
right away, but most walls
and woodwork need to be
cleaned first to help the
paint adhere better. You can
remove dust, dirt and grime
with a simple detergent and
water solution, after which
you should rinse the surface
clean and allow it to dry. If
nail holes are present, they
can be plugged with filling
compound. Small cracks can
be filled with a quality
acrylic latex caulk.

Applying paint to interior
walls is as simple as “fram-
ing” them by painting the
outside edges with a brush,
then filling in the center with
your roller. An effective way
to do this is to roll on the
paint in a large “W” or “M”
pattern, then fill it in, work-
ing in various directions.

When you’re done paint-
ing, protect your investment
in the brushes and rollers by
cleaning and storing them
properly.

Always take safety pre-

cautions while painting.
That means, among other
things, not climbing a ladder
any higher than the third
rung from the top, making
sure all stepstools are sturdy
and locked into position be-
fore use, and wearing the
proper eye and skin protec-
tion while preparing the sur-
face and painting.

For detailed information
on paint, painting, and color
selection, visit
www.pa intqual i ty .com,
where a great paint job be-
gins.
About the Paint Quality Insti-
tute

The Paint Quality Insti-
tutesm was formed by Rohm
and Haas Company (now
The Dow Chemical Company)
in 1989 to educate people on
the advantages of using qual-
ity interior and exterior paints
and coatings. The Paint Qual-
ity Institute’s goal is to pro-
vide information on the
virtues of quality paint as
well as color trends and dec-
orating with paint through a
variety of vehicles, including
television appearances,
newspaper and magazine ar-
ticles, and instructional liter-
ature. Please be sure to visit
the Paint Quality Institute at
www.paintquality.com
About Dow

With annual sales of $58
billion and 46,000 employees
worldwide, Dow is a diversi-
fied chemical company that
combines the power of sci-
ence and technology with the
“Human Element” to con-
stantly improve what is es-
sential to human progress.
The Company delivers a

broad range of products and
services to customers in
around 160 countries, con-
necting chemistry and inno-
vation with the principles of
sustainability to help provide
everything from fresh water,
food and pharmaceuticals to
paints, packaging and per-
sonal care products. Refer-
ences to “Dow” or the
“Company” mean The Dow
Chemical Company and its
consolidated subsidiaries un-
less otherwise expressly
noted.
Courtesy: Home Improvement News and Information Center

DD Derrick’s
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�� Steps
�� Patios
�� Garden 
�� Walls
�� Planter Beds
�� Unique 
�� Creations

Contact Dean Black 
at 270-952-1968

BBllaacckkBBllaacckk
Stump Removal 

and 
Tree Trimming 

Service
FREE ESTIMATES

FALL SPECIAL: 30% OFF

KARL BRANTLEY
270-836-4985
CHRIS BRANTLEY
270-339-2241

Brantley Construction
• NEW CONSTRUCTION 
• REMODELING

MOW PRO INC.
C O M P L E T E  L A W N  M A I N T E N A N C E  e s t .  2 0 0 0

We will provide quality services to all of our commercial and residential customers.

FREE ESTIMATES   •   LICENSED & INSURED
“Serving Western Kentucky & Hardin Co., Illinois”
STEPHEN SMITH/OWNER • 270.965.0022 or 969.0739

Hereʼs a list of our services we offer to all our customers:
• Ultra Vac Leaf Removal
• Gutter Cleaning
• Fertilization/Overseeding
• Aeration/Light Tree Trimming

• Mulching/Landscape Maintenance, 
Plus New Installation

• Commercial/Residential Mowing

Like building a wardrobe, selecting
a paint palette for your living space is a
great form of personal expression. 

– Debbie Zimmer
on the importance of paint color

“



WILLIAMS BROTHERS
CONSTRUCTION

ROOFING &
REMODELING

Free Estimates

Eugene Williams
704-0877

Darrell Williams
704-1024

“We appreciate everyone we have done
business with over the last 26 years.”

2581 S.R. 654 South, Marion, KY
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Ric’s Remodeling
270-704-9306

Ric Carder, Owner

Stained Concrete
for walls & floors

��  Acid etched in many colors

��  Marble or faux tile

��  Ideal for improving the 
appearance of new or old 
concrete floors

��  Will not  chip or wear like 
painted floors

��  More economical than ceramic tile
Local References Available

Fredonia (270) 545-3332 • Toll Free 1-800-264-3332
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 7a.m. - 5p.m. • Sat. 7a.m. - 3p.m.

Eddyville (270) 388-2910
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 7a.m. - 5:30p.m. • Sat. 7a.m. - 4p.m.
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at Akridges in Fredonia & Eddyville

Time To Fix-Up For Fall & The Holidays!
From a simple start 
to a fabulous finish.

100s of Colors 
to choose from

Chain Saws 
and Blowers

Everything 
for Bedding, 
Mulching, 

Fertilizing and 
Seeding Your 
Lawns and 
Lanscapes

Fall 
Mums

In-Stock

GET YOURGET YOUR
PLUMBING ANDPLUMBING AND
ELECTRICAL JOBSELECTRICAL JOBS
UNDER CONTROLUNDER CONTROL

820 S. Main St., Marion, KY 42064 

((227700))  996655--22770000
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Come See Alan, Phillis & Donald at

Hours: M-F 7 a.m.-5:30 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

Nothing enriches a home’s
value like the beauty of stone

(HIT) - Whether used in-
doors or outdoors, stone
adds warmth and character
that no other building mate-
rial can deliver. Once, only
the very wealthy could afford
homes graced by the sophis-
tication of stone. But with
today’s manufactured stone
veneer products, stone’s ex-
quisite looks are within the
reach of a wide range of
homeowners.

When homeowners are
faced with the challenge of
how to make their homes
stand out, manufactured
stone is a solid solution.
StoneCraft™ manufactured
stone veneer comes in sev-
eral options which look like
natural stone, but is easier
to install and more afford-
able.

Manufactured stone adds
limitless potential to outdoor
living areas. Picture a patio
of inspired Fieldstone which
projects a warm strength,
with an adjacent outdoor
fireplace, barbecue pit and
waterfall hewn from gor-
geous River Rock, whose
rounded edges and earth
tones impart both country
charm and a sense of perma-
nence. Surrounding this ele-
gant setting could be a
privacy wall built from stun-
ning Lake Stone, Quartz or
Monarch styles.

Inside, nothing adds a
homey, rustic charm to a
family room or den like the
rugged look of stone. Imag-
ine a fireplace and even inte-
rior walls crafted of Heritage
stone, for a warm, classic
feel. Envision a kitchen
boasting walls of bold, beau-
tiful Ledgestone, with its
clean linear appearance with
varying heights and depths.

Back outside, manufac-
tured stone provides curb
appeal unlikely to be
matched by any other home
in the neighborhood. Mea-
sured against ordinary brick
or siding exteriors, a home
graced by traditional Field-
stone brings additional sub-
stance and strength. This
stone imparts an eye-catch-
ing European charm to even
the most contemporary con-
struction.

For more information,
visit: www.stonecraft.com or
call 1-888-580-6448.
Courtesy: Home Improvement News and
Information Center

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) –
More than 10,000 low-in-
come homes could receive
energy-saving upgrades in
Tennessee by 2010 from a
state weatherization pro-
gram primed with nearly
$100 million in federal eco-
nomic stimulus dollars.

That’s as many houses as
in all of Morristown or
Cookeville, according to U.S.
Census figures.

The U.S. Department of
Energy last week announced
that Tennessee had been
awarded $39.6 million to-
ward as much as $99 million
in home weatherization
money under the American
Recovery and Reinvestment
Act.

The program promises to
dwarf any similar effort in
the Volunteer State since the
Tennessee Valley Authority
promoted energy efficiency
and heat pumps in the
1980s. TVA is helping train
inspectors for the current
program.

Already, 250 energy audi-
tors have been licensed, 350
building contractors have
been certified and work or-
ders for 1,015 homes have

been signed or sent out for
bids – everything from caulk-
ing windows to installing
heating systems.

“This is a blessing, a true
blessing,’’ north Nashville
resident Carolyn Johnson,
50, told The Tennessean.

Contractors were recently
caulking vents and windows,
wrapping the water heater
and pipes in the crawl space,
weather-stripping doors,
adding insulation to the attic
and making other changes
that should lower the $500
heating bills and $180 cool-
ing bills on her 1,900-
square-foot house.

The Tennessee Depart-
ment of Human Services and
18 regional agencies are ad-
ministering Tennessee’s
stimulus weatherization pro-
gram, and should be the first
places people contact to
apply for assistance.

Department spokes-
woman Michelle Mowery
Johnson estimated 11,000
to 12,000 homes would be
worked on. Program funds
must be spent by September
2010.

Officials hope the stimu-
lus money will help eliminate

a 3,000-person statewide
waiting list. The state typi-
cally funds about $6 million
in upgrades to about 2,500
homes annually.

The federal money also
will make it possible to in-
crease the amount spent on
each home from $3,500 to
$6,500, and expanded in-
come-eligibility guidelines.
Now, a family of four can
earn up to $44,100 and
qualify for the program,
compared with $33,075 be-
fore.

Elderly and disabled per-
sons and families with small
children will have priority.

Both homeowners and
renters can apply, and up-
grades can include insula-
tion, air sealing, windows,
heating, water heaters, air
conditioning and electrical
appliances.

But Johnson said energy
auditors, not homeowners,
will decide what needs to be
done, and the work will be
listed online and publicly
bid. Contractors will be paid

after a final inspection by a
different auditor.

“It is not a repair pro-
gram, it is very specific,’’
Johnson said, and home-
owners can’t claim tax cred-
its on the improvements.

DOE estimates every dol-
lar spent on home weather-
ization saves $1.83 in energy
costs, and a $5,000 weather-
ization grant can save a
homeowner $350 a year on
energy bills.

The department also esti-
mates every $1 million spent
on the weatherization pro-
gram helps to create 52 di-
rect jobs – such as
contractors performing the
actual labor and office work-
ers processing the paper-
work – and 23 indirect jobs –
such as clerks at the home
improvement stores or work-
ers that manufacture the
raw materials for the job.

The federal stimulus
package includes $6.2 bil-
lion for weatherization ef-
forts across the country.

Energy-saving projects to help Tennessee homes

MMyyssttiicc  WWaatteerrss  
aanndd  GGaarrddeennss

Call 270-704-1027 for rates and more information
4002 US Hwy 60 East, Marion, Ky

� Three bedroom cottage available for vacation rental or your 
visiting family and friends.

� Beautifully decorated with antiques and collectibles and 
located amid beautiful gardens on a working farm.

� Gardens also available for weddings & special events.

Honeysuckle Cottage

16 Years Experience with
Bucket Truck & Chipper

Quality Work
FREE ESTIMATES

Fall Special Through October
Free Stump Removal 
With Take-Down*

965-4742 or 704-5822

Smith’s 
Tree 
Service

*Two stump 
maximum

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS
Bluegrass Vinyl
1850 Mt. Zion Church Rd., Marion, KY 42064
6 Miles East of Marion (Follow Signs)
(270) 965-5803

CUSTOM
BUILT 

WINDOWS

Your Complete Window Shop

We Manufacture 
Replacement

Vinyl Windows

Low E & Argon
Eligible for 2009 Tax Credit
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FROM...FROM...

725 Fairview Ave., Eddyville, KY

270-388-7365

OUR BIGGEST SALE OF THE YEAR!

ANNIVERSARY SALE
Going on Through November 15, 2009

*See store for details

www.buchanonsfloors.com

$200 COUPON*
Available On

*See store for d
etails

Serving
Individuals

&
Contractors
Since 1985

We Haul
Sand & Rock For:
• Driveway Construction
• Landscaping

(StatePoint) With fall fast
upon us and winter nipping
at its heels, families should
make sure their homes are
ready for the changing
weather conditions ahead. A
house needs to be well-
maintained both inside and
out to withstand the ele-
ments.

“When the kids head back
to school and the nights
start to get cooler, it’s time to
get the house, lawn and gar-
den in top shape before the
wetter, colder season. I’ve
seen how a little elbow
grease pays off after the
thaw,” says home and gar-
den expert, Susie Coelho,
host of HGTV’s makeover
show “Outer Spaces.” “After
all, who wants to spend the
first glorious days of next
spring cleaning up winter
damage?”

Coelho says homeowners
should address garden and
home maintenance now to
avoid a year’s worth of work
next spring. She recom-
mends starting with these
quick and easy tasks:

• To save on electric bills,
check all external doors and
windows to make sure they
close tightly and are in good
shape. If needed, re-caulk
around windows and doors,
install weather-stripping and
replace thresholds if doors
aren’t snug. Doing so can
save on energy costs and
prevent costly repairs that
can result from moisture
and wind damage.

• As it gets cooler, plan to
enjoy the view of the out-
doors from the inside, but
first make sure the windows
are in the right condition to
bring in the beauty. Al-
though it can be a pain,
cleaning windows from the
outside is critical, as grime,
bugs and allergens can build
up during the summer
months. Tackle the chore
quickly and easily with an
inexpensive solution that
gets a streak-free shine in
half the time, such as the
Windex Outdoor All-in-One
Glass Cleaning Tool ().

• After your fall harvest,
put the garden to bed! Prun-
ing, weeding and fertilizing
are important in order to get
the lawn and garden ready
for next spring and summer.
Reseed and fix the lawn’s
bare spots. Remove plants

and flowers that are not
doing well. Weed flower beds
to keep weeds from reap-
pearing next spring, and
prune trees back so the ele-
ments don’t cause damage to
your house or property dur-
ing the colder months.

• Touch up exterior paint.
Start by using a wire brush
to remove flaking paint from
the home’s trim, railings and
deck surfaces. Prime bare
wood before applying new
paint, and sand and prime
your paint before touch-ups
if you have oil-based trims,
as oil based paints and
stains are no longer available

in most states. If possible,
bring an actual chip from
the wall or trim into a paint
company and ask them to
match the color. Many home
improvement stores and fine
paint stores have a machine
that will read the paint chip
and match it to 99 percent.

A little effort will help
homeowners save time and
money on more significant
future maintenance and re-
pairs. Preparing your home
now will leave more time
later for all the backyard fun
and seasonal entertaining
that’s on the horizon.

Homeowners should check the condition of windows and
doors and touch up exterior paint to keep homes in peak con-
dition over the winter.

COMMERCIAL
RESIDENTIAL

Ask Us About
Decorative Stenciling On

Concrete Surfaces

270-965-4359 • 270-965-1513 • 270-965-9727
RONNIE THOMAS • ZACH THOMAS • CHAD THOMAS

Member, Three Rivers Home Builders Association

• Flat Work
• Poured Walls
• Basements
• Sidewalks

COMMERCIAL
RESIDENTIAL

Commercial
and Residential
Pest Control.
Termite Treatments of
Spot & Pre-Treatment

For Free Estimates Call

Del BrantleyʼsDel Brantleyʼs
PEST CONTROLPEST CONTROL

(270) 988-2422
Cell: 836-0649

NPMA and KPC Member

LawnScape - plan now for next spring
(HIT) - When it comes to

a healthy lawn, now’s the
time to plan ahead for next
spring. A good fall clean-up,
like removing fallen leaves,
branches and other debris
from your lawn, can make a
world of difference in your
turf come next spring.

Mowing turf shorter for
the final cut of the season
will help it retain better
color throughout the winter.
Fertilizing in late fall will
also help in achieving a
quick spring green-up. In
the meantime, you might
want to consider a few
other beneficial steps:

•Cut your grass tall
throughout the fall while
your grass is still growing.
When your grass goes dor-
mant, you can mow it
about 1⁄2 inch shorter to
prevent matting and dis-
courage diseases.

• Leave those grass clip-
pings on your lawn. Grass
clippings are high in nutri-
ents.

• Clear all debris from
the lawn.

• Water your lawn as
needed until the ground is
cold and beginning to
freeze.

• It may be beneficial to
aerate your lawn if the soil
has become compacted.
Compacted soil restricts the
movement of air, water and
nutrients to the grass’
roots.

• Over a period of time
some lawns can accumu-
late thatch. Thatch is a

layer of slowly decomposing
materials such as grass
stems, dead roots and other
debris that is above the
roots and below the blades
of grass. While some thatch
is beneficial (1⁄4 to 1⁄2 inch
thick) because it helps con-
trol soil temperature and re-
duces compaction, too
much thatch can prevent
water penetration and the
grass’s roots can actually

begin to grow in the thatch
rather then the soil. A thick
layer of thatch can also lead
to a variety of insect and
disease problems because
of insufficient water reach-
ing the root zone. Although
you can dethatch your lawn
in the spring, the fall is the
best time for dethatching
due to weed pressure.
Courtesy: Home Improvement News
and Information Center

Quick fall
touch-ups
for home
and garden

OFFERING:
• Contractors General Liability
• Builderʼs Risk
• Workerʼs Compensation
YYaarrbbrroouugghh  IInnssuurraannccee

113 West Gum St., Marion, KY
Phone (270) 965-3133
Fax (270) 965-2130

• Homeowners
• Commercial 
• Bonds

Member Three Rivers Home Builders Association
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and she does,” Ron said.
The new house is almost

half the size of their current
one.

They’ve carried out space-
saving techniques to make
full use of the area they
have. The living, television
and dining rooms are one in
the same. The television sits
in a dark, wooden stand
mounted on a swing arm, so
it can be pulled out when
turned on, but tucked away
when not in use.

“Huge spaces aren’t nec-
essary to live a good life. I
love my wife, I really like
this house,” Ron says. “As
you get older, you realize
what’s important in life.”

The Stubblefields kept
the construction work
within the community.
Kenny Locke doubles as
their neighbor and their
contractor. Donald Winders,
who’s been responsible for
the finishing work with the
help of his wife, worked with
Ron at Potter and Brumfield
for over 30 years. Locke’s fa-
ther, Kenny Locke Sr., also
worked at Potter and Brum-
field with Ron and Winders.

Winders and his wife also
blew in the installation for
the home.

“It was quite a scene,
they were covered head to
toe in installation,” Kay re-
calls.

The basic house size is
34x24 feet, the garage is
30x24 feet with a lofted
room for storage that comes
complete with a hoisting
system.

With the way the garage
is built on, you can’t tell it’s
almost as big as the whole
house, Ron explains.

Every last detail was
thought of to help Ron and
the physical limitations he
faces, even the steps from
the garage to the house en-
trance are low-rise to ensure
ease of use.

The basement will even-
tually be completely finished
with a bathroom.

The couple’s original plan
was for money to be saved
from each paycheck, and
when Ron turned 65 they’d
be able to build a new
house. However, when they
inherited the house after
Leona Griffith, Kay’s aunt,
died, they decided it would
be better to remodel the ex-
isting house, rather than
building an entire new one.

“Homes aren’t built like
this anymore,” Ron explains.

From the window of the-
living room window of the
new house, you can see the
old one. Ron and Kay were
able to keep track of her
Aunt Leona by watching the
lights go off at night and
turn on in the morning.

“If that light didn’t come
on within 20 minutes of the
usual time, we’d know to
come check on her,” Ron ex-
plains.

Also from their window,
they can see their contrac-
tor’s house, which is also
having work done on it.

“It’s like the painter’s
house never gets painted. I
told him he needs to finish
up on his house, so I don’t
have to look at it unfin-
ished,” Ron jokes.

During last winter’s ice
storm, they had to leave
town because Ron needs
supplemental oxygen at
night. The oxygen tanks
they had stored wouldn’t
have lasted the six or seven
days Marion was without
power.

When construction
started in January, one of
the first things installed was
a stand-by generator, which
automatically comes on
when the electricity shuts
off. It also kicks on every af-
ternoon at 1:50 p.m. to run
and check itself to make
sure everything is in work-
ing order.

“If an ice storm hits again
this winter, he’ll be able to
breathe,” Kay explains with
relief.

The generator will also be
linked to several outlets in
the house, as well as the
garage door, so it can re-
main in operation in the
event of an outage.

They brought a lot of the
inspiration for the design
and color schemes with
them from the old house,
according to Ron.

When asked if one person
took over the design of a
room, Ron replies, “Kay and
I do everything together. It’s
good to have a mate for 40

years. We’ve never had an
argument. We owe every-
thing to the Lord. It’s going
to be a great place to live.”

Ron says his creative eye
and graphic design skills are
a God-given talent.

“His ideas are excep-
tional,” Kay confirms.

They lived together for
seven years in the house on
the corner of Main and Elm
streets, where they occupied
the nine-bedroom first floor,
paying $50 per month in
rent, before moving onto
College Street.

“It’s wonderful. We have
roots and friends. We feel
like we belong,” Kay said
when asked about living
within viewing distance of
each house.

Ron and Kay met while
attending Crittenden County

High School. Ron waited for
Kay to finish school at Mur-
ray State before proposing to
her.

“I put 30,000 miles on my
car in four years. And those
are just the miles I spent
driving to see her,” Ron re-
members with a laugh as
they sit hand-in-hand at
their Amish-built dining
table.

HOUSE
Continued from Page 1 It’s wonderful.

We have roots and
friends. We feel like
we belong.

– Kay Stubblefield
on living on the same block

“

Archie Stowe, Owner
25 Years Experience
270-704-3664

Arch’s Roofing can handle all your roofing needs, from repairs to a complete new deck and
roof. We work with the best material from composition shingles to metal.

Living in Marion, it gives us great pride to drive around town and know we have helped
people with their roofing needs. We have local labor and buy locally as often as we can.

We were a volunteer partner for the Homes for Our Troops project, and were very honored to
be a part of something so good for our military.

We also have 20 years of experience in landscaping and irrigation, and work very closely with
house construction for all of your carpentry needs.

So if there is anything we can do for you, just give us a call. We will be there.
We are a licensed and insured contractor you can count on.

• Roofing • Landscaping
• Fencing • Decorative Stonework
• Fire Pits • Patios

Licensed/Insured

WWee’’rree GGrroowwiinngg

“We appreciate all of our customers 
welcoming us into the community.”

COLD
STRIKES!

Logs Only
or

Full Mantle
Assembly
Available

Infrared Vent-Free
Gas Space Heaters

Blue Flame Vent-Free
Gas Space Heaters

NO ELECTRICITY
REQUIRED

Hours: Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

616 East Main Street
Salem, Kentucky 270.988.2145

Vanguard and Empire Vent-Free Fireplaces
and Heaters In Natural Gas or LP Gas

BE
READY
WHEN...

Call For Free Estimates

KENNY LOCKE
270-704-5407

Locke
BUILDING &
REMODELING

• Roofing
• Vinyl Siding
• Remodeling

SPECIALIZING IN:

Small
Jobs to
Large

Projects
BEFORE PHOTOS COURTESY OF RON STUBBLEFIELDTop, a picture of the kitchen before the overhaul. Above, the

garage construction in progress.
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BOBBY HOWARD’S
GARAGE DOORS

Sales • Service • Installation
Commercial & Residential

Mini-Warehouse Doors • Roll-Up Doors
Service & Repair On

Garage Door Openers & Garage Doors
Open 6 Days A Week
20 Years Experience

Salem, KY • (270) 988-2568 • (270) 508-0043
FREE ESTIMATES • INSURED

Inside City LimitsInside City Limits
•Fire & Police Protection
•Paved Streets
•Sewer & Water System
•Underground Utilities
•Restricted Development
•Picturesque Lots
•Breathtaking views of Marion and
Fredonia Valley
•One of the highest points in
western Kentucky

•Local Developer
•Average Size lot is three-quarters
of an acre
•Watch deer & turkey in your backyard
•Plenty of shady building spots
•Less than 2 miles from town

LLOOTTSS  SSTTAARRTTIINNGG  
AATT  $$1122,,000000
Richard Cruce

Developer

(270) 965-3633 • (270) 969-0158
126 Briarwood Dr.
Marion, KY 42064

HILLCRESTHILLCREST
OVERLOOKING MARIONOVERLOOKING MARION

Stylish sheds offer storage solutions
(HIT) - The storage shed

has a long history through-
out modern times. Archaeo-
logical studies of ancient
societies’ sheds have pro-
duced some of the greatest
insights into earlier modes of
living. Demonstrating that
ancient storage sheds unlike
in modern society were used
mainly to store items vital for
survival. Farmers used them
for animals, crops, and
equipment. Businesses used
them for their inventory. In
many cases, the sheds were
used as workshops for mak-
ing furniture, tools, clothing,
shoes, and the conveyances
of the time. The remains
found in these types of sheds
tell what crops the farmers
raised, which animals they
kept, as well as which ones
they hunted, what they
manufactured, and much
more.

Today’s definition of
“shed” is simple, and, with
few variations, described in
most dictionaries as “a sim-
ple roofed structure, typi-
cally of wood, used for
storage or shelter.”  For most
of us, it means “an old,
crumbling backyard shack,
with a leaky roof, and un-
even doors, held scarcely
closed by a rusty latch and
padlock, and packed to ca-
pacity with tons of old
household and garden junk,
which is threatening to burst
forth at any minute.” 

Over the past few years,
the perception of the old
backyard shed has slowly
been changing. It is no
longer considered only as a
place to store lawn mowers,
tools, rakes, shovels, fertil-
izer, rock salt, pool cleaning
items, and broken bicycles.
In fact, today’s sheds are
available with enough crea-
ture comforts, including
electricity and plumbing, to
make creatures comfortable
enough to live in them.

The look of the shed is
also changing with the
times. Box styles or barn de-
signs, like those available
online come with gabled
roofs, cupolas, vinyl and
cedar siding, skylights, shut-
ters, and window boxes,
they’re attractive and practi-
cal, and can even beautify
and add value to your prop-
erty.

You can check out the en-
tire history of sheds, browse
a handy list of uses for
sheds, and select from of de-
signs online. GazeboCre-
ations.com offers all of the
most popular shed designs,

which include the salt box,
barn, hip roof, and gable
styles. You can select one of
their pre-designed shed
packages, or use the custom
shed designer feature to cre-
ate one of your own.

For the perfect finishing
touch, repeat the landscap-
ing pattern outside your
front door in the area around
your shed.

For more information, or
to contact one of their pro-
fessional consultants, call 1-
888-293-2339 or go to
www.gazebocreations.com.

Courtesy: Home Improvement News

and Information Center

www.johnsonsfurn.com

118 N. Main Street, Marion, KY 42064
270.965.4242

126 W. Main Street, Princeton, KY 42445
270.365.3882

212 E. Main Street, Murray, KY 42071
270.753.7606
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• Free Estimates
• Work Guaranteed
• 20 Years Experience

MORSE
ROOFING

Call 635-5517 or 667-ROOF (7663)

(StatePoint) In today’s
economy, many homeowners
are looking for ways to rein-
vest in their homes without
breaking the bank. Staining
wood floors is an inexpensive
do-it-yourself project that
can restore worn or damaged
floors caused by daily foot
traffic.

Periodically staining and
finishing your wood floor
helps preserve and protect
the wood while adding life
and beauty to a decorated
room. You don’t even have to
hire a professional to achieve
great results.

Homeowners can save a
lot of money by following
these helpful staining tips
from Sean Morris, Product
Manager for Cabot Stains:

• For large projects, it is
best to sand the floor with a
drum sander. Sanding to
open wood grain is neces-
sary prior to staining so the
stain can soak in. If you’re
working in a high traffic
area, such as a main walk-
way, sanding the edges to
match the center will lessen
the contrast once the work is
finished.

• Depending on the type
of wood you are working
with, you may want to use a
pre-stain conditioner, which
helps certain species of
wood, such as soft woods,
obtain an even, uniform col-
oration.

• To decide which color of
stain to use, test small sam-
ples of colors on an extra
piece of similar wood, to de-
termine final appearance
and what looks best to you.
If you’re concerned about
odor or ventilation, a water-
borne finish may be best.
These low odor products dry
quickly and provide a suit-
able alternative to solvent-
based materials. Oil-based
stain products are still the
first choice for most profes-
sionals, because of their
durability.

• Stain in sections to
allow people to walk across
your project area, but make
sure to complete full boards
without stopping in the mid-
dle. Rosin paper can be
placed on top of a freshly
stained area if it is necessary
to walk across it, but this
should be avoided if possi-
ble. If someone does acci-
dentally step on the stain
before it dries, wipe with a
cloth dampened in a clean-
ing solvent appropriate for
the stain and the wood, and
re-apply as necessary.

• An average-sized living
room is typically ready for
re-coating the next day, but
this depends on the type of
finish you use, the coating
thickness, ventilation and
room temperature.

• Safety is a big priority
when staining floors. Odors

and fumes must be venti-
lated continuously during
the finishing and drying
process. If you’re working in
a small area, try using an or-
ganic vapor respirator.
Safety glasses and gloves will
never hurt and a good pair of
knee pads always helps.
Keep in mind that small chil-
dren respire faster and are
closer to the finishing sur-
face. They may be affected
by fumes much faster than
an adult and it’s best to have
them out of the house if pos-
sible.

• After staining, some

people opt for a
polyurethane finish. Be-
cause of its durability,
polyurethane is commonly
used for application in high
traffic areas. These finishes
resist scratching and are
recommended for many
home flooring applications.
By applying several coats,
the surface will be sealed
against most household
chemicals.

• When you’re finished
with your project, clean-up
tools safely by following all
label instructions.

Re-stain and restore
old hardwood floors

Refinish wood floors yourself to fix worn areas and add beauty
to rooms.

(StatePoint) It seems
everyone is talking about the
environment these days. Yet,
you don’t seem to hear much
about the environment in-
doors. Considering how
much time most people
spend inside, it makes sense
to give some thought to the
air quality within your home.

Believe it or not, air inside
a house can have two to five
times the allergens and pol-
lutants than outdoor air, ac-
cording to the
Environmental Protection
Agency.

“Ironically, the problem is
due in large part to the effi-
ciencies of today’s home,”
says Victor Flynn, National
Marketing Manager for the
Panasonic Home & Environ-
ment Company. “With all the
advancements in home
building, new and remodeled
homes are increasingly air
tight, which is good in terms
of saving energy. However,
it’s important to maintain
proper ventilation to avoid
any harmful effects from
trapped dust, mold and
chemical fumes.”

Flynn is offering some
simple steps to help protect
your home and family. Here
are a few of the most com-
mon indoor irritants and
how to deal with them:

• Excessive Moisture:
Moisture in walls, ceilings,
carpets and furniture, or
poorly maintained humidi-
fiers, dehumidifiers and air
conditioners can not only
have negative health effects
but can cause structural
damage to a home. To pre-
vent moisture problems, fre-
quently empty water trays in
air conditioners, dehumidi-
fiers, and refrigerators. Also,
clean and dry or remove
water-damaged carpets and
install and use fans vented
to the outdoors in kitchens
and bathrooms.

• Cigarette Smoke: By
now, most people are aware
of the potential side effects of
cigarette smoke. Homes with
one or more smokers may
have particle levels several
times higher than outdoor
levels. One obvious solution
is to not allow smoking in
your house. If smoking in-
doors can’t be avoided, in-
crease ventilation in the area
where smoking occurs and
open windows or use an ex-
haust fan.

• Allergens: Microscopic
particles that irritate aller-
gies and asthma can become
trapped in rugs, carpeting,
furniture fabric and float free
in the air. Integrating a qual-
ity ventilation system can re-
move a large measure of
these contaminants.

• Other Pollutants:
Paints, solvents, and other

chemicals should not be
stored in the house, but
rather in a garage or shed. If
the garage is attached, make
sure there is an airtight seal
between the home and
garage.

In the past, many people
were reluctant to install ven-
tilation fans because they
were noisy and intrusive,
but technology has come a
long way. For example,
Panasonic’s Whisper Green
line of ventilation fans are
not only are quiet, but up to

460 percent more energy ef-
ficient than minimum En-
ergy Star requirements. They
even come with designer
grille options that allow con-
sumers to match their
home’s decor.

“Even with the soft hous-
ing market, homeowners
continue to show a high in-
terest in green building stan-
dards,” adds Flynn. “By
using simple, affordable so-
lutions, consumers can con-
tribute to environmentally
conscious building and, per-

haps more importantly, pro-
tect themselves from harm-
ful indoor air pollutants.”

For more information
about how to improve your
home’s indoor air quality,
visit www.epa.gov/iaq or
www.Panasonic.com/vent-
fans.

Reduce moisture, improve air quality

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
ADDITIONS • REMODELING

CONSTRUCTION
270-965-4911

“We appreciate your business”.

Making Your Building
Dreams A Reality!

JAMES PENN

Celebrating 30 Years
in Construction and Remodeling in

Crittenden and Surrounding Counties.

METAL
ROOFING & SIDING

15 Colors To Choose From

NOW ATBluegrass Vinyl
1850 Mt. Zion Church Rd., Marion, KY 42064

6 Miles East of Marion (Follow Signs)
(270) 965-5803

SShhaaddeess  ooff
DDiisstt iinnccttiioonn

CP

TINSLEY
Electrical Service
P.O. Box 502 • Salem, KY 42078
(270) 988-2638 • 559-5904

Residential/Commercial Wiring

Mobile Home
Service Installations

- No Job Too Small -

Call Us For All Of 
Your Electrical Needs
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Do You Have Excessive Dirt or
Mildew On Your Home?
“Let Us Clean It Off”

BINGHAM
PRESSURE WASHING

Residential or Commercial

FFaasstt  SSeerrvviiccee  RReeaassoonnaabbllee  RRaatteess
CChheecckk  UUss  OOuutt  AAtt  TThhee  PPrreessss  OOnnlliinnee704-9442

BBUUIILLDDIINNGGSS  ••  GGAARRAAGGEESS
DDRRIIVVEEWWAAYYSS  ••  SSIIDDEEWWAALLKKSS  

FFEENNCCEESS  ••  DDEECCKKSS

NURSERY AND LANDSCAPE SERVICE
Shrubs
Perennials
Mulch, Ground Cover

Potted Roses
Trees: 
Shade, Fruit, Ornamental

Decorative Stone for Patio, Walks & Water Gardens
7497 U.S. 60
Between Sturgis & Morganfield, KY. (270) 333-2222
• Design and Installation Available •

(StatePoint)  After a long
summer your garage proba-
bly is a mess! 

If you’re like most home-
owners, your garage has be-
come a “catch all” for things
that don’t have places in the
house. And now that it’s
time to put away lawn toys,
outdoor furniture and sports
equipment, the garage can
get even more cluttered. 

Pretty quickly you have a
real mess — difficulty finding
tools, no place to park your
car, and a potential safety
hazard.  

It’s time to get that garage
organized to make it safer
and more efficient for your
family.  

“It’s always challenging to
organize the garage and keep
everything in order. But it’s
easier now than ever, thanks
to innovative ways of think-
ing about garage storage and
new storage systems that let
you arrange your garage
your way,” says Dean
Dabaco, business develop-
ment manager for ITW
Brands, a tools and fastener
manufacturer. 

Conventional wisdom for
garage storage is broken into
three simple steps to remove
clutter and ensure safety: 

• Keep Only What You
Need: Get rid of what you
don’t need. If you’re unde-
cided about something, you
probably can live without it.
If something is of sentimen-
tal value, box and store it in
a less trafficked area, such
as the attic. If you haven’t
used something for more
than two years, consider do-

nating it to charity or throw-
ing it away. The garage
should be a place of utility,
not a museum. 

• Plan Where It Goes:
Once you’ve determined
what you need, map out
where things will go. For in-
stance, if you have kids, cre-
ate a designated area to
store sports equipment, lawn
toys, and other play items.
To maximize space, use the
walls as “vertical storage” for
your things. 

• Get It Off The Floor:
Floor space is critical. It’s
safer without clutter to trip
over or get in the way when
parking your car. Use heavy-
duty hooks, such as Tornado
Hooks by E-Z Ancor, to hang
garden tools, sports equip-
ment, lawn chairs, and
more. Organizing items on
the walls keeps them acces-
sible, while helping to pre-
vent accidents. 

Different types of hooks
should be used for different
items. Install U-Hooks for
rakes, step stools and folding
chairs. Extended U-Hooks,
meanwhile are perfect for
rope, extension wire and
bulkier items. Use J-Hooks
for golf bags, mops and
brooms. And Large J-Hooks
are great for tires, hoses and
lawn chairs. Ladder Hooks,
of course, are for hanging
ladders and even fishing
poles or skis. 

Think strategically about
hook placement, such as
placing hooks on the same
wall as the side door to allow
easy access from the yard to
rakes and lawn chairs. Hang

seldom used and potentially
dangerous items higher.
Hang ladders horizontally so
kids can’t climb them. 

Choose hooks and organi-
zational systems that can be
mounted with or without the
need for a wood stud, such
as those that even mount in
drywall. For information on
different hook types, visit . 

“Proper organization will
transform your garage into
an efficient storage area
that’s safer for your family
and even your car,” says
Dabaco.

Your Furniture StoreYour Furniture Store
For All Seasons!For All Seasons!

Comfort, Style and Classic Settings Is What Youʼll Find In Our Show Rooms

• Custom Hand Rails & Gates
• Decorative Garden Accents
• Decorative Wrought Iron
• Welding & Fabrication

To Meet Your Needs
531 Moore Street
Marion, Kentucky

270-965-3005
www.rileymachine.com

112 Outlet Ave., Eddyville, KY • (270) 388-0001
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-5 p.m. • Sat. 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Area Rugs In-Stock
New Villa Stone 
& Berry Flooring

12 Mo. Finance Same As Cash
On 4 & 5 Star Products

Keith Young 
Construction, Inc.
SSeerrvviinngg  LLaakkeess  AArreeaa  &&  SSuurrrroouunnddiinngg  CCoo..’’ss  SSiinnccee  11998888

Custom Homes A-Z
Remodel Kitchen & Bath
Vinyl Siding & Windows
Agriculture Buildings & Garages

Kuttawa, KY
Home: 270-388-2077

Cell: 270-836-5129

Member N.A.H.B. and Three Rivers H.B.A.
General Contractor

To maximize space, install u-hooks or tornado hooks for vertical wall storage.

Fall ideal for garage organization
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